
ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2016, THE VERSAILLES-MIDWAY-WOODFORD COUNTY PLANNING AND 

ZONING COMMISSION HELD THEIR SCHEDULED MEETING IN THE 2nd FLOOR COURTROOM OF THE 

WOODFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jim Boggs, Ed McClees, Patty Perry, Rich Schein, Chad Wells, J.D. Wolf, Jeri 

Hartley. 

 

MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. McClees, as seconded by Mrs. Perry to approve the November 

10, 2016, minutes as submitted.  The motion carried with seven aye votes. 

 

Final Record Plat – Branch Creek, LLC – 115 and 121 Bellview Ave – Tract 1-B and Tract 2 – B-4 and I-1 

Districts 

 

Chairman Wolf called upon Mrs. Patricia Wilson, Planning Director for comment.  Mrs. Wilson noted 

that the item was tabled until the following month. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – To amend the text of VERSAILLES-MIDWAY-WOODFORD COUNTY ZONING 

ORDINANCE, Article V, Section 508.4 – Prohibited Signs – To amend prohibition of all banners on fences 

and poles except for solely charitable events or activities. 

 

Mrs. Wilson noted that she provided a staff report to the Commissioners for the text amendment 

request that was received from the City of Versailles.  Mrs. Wilson noted that currently the signs 

prohibited portion of the Sign Ordinance, indicates that all banners located on poles and fences are 

prohibited.  The City is asking that they be allowed by charitable groups for events or activities.  Mrs. 

Wilson noted that she and Tim Butler, Commission’s Attorney re-wrote the language as advertised to 

say “except for solely charitable events or activities”.  Mrs. Wilson noted that if a business was in town 

and they want to place a banner on a fence and advertise that they are running a special that would not 

be allowed because it is a business and not a solely charitable event or activity being advertised.  Mr. 

McClees gave an example of the Kiwanis Club announcing a pancake breakfast, is it allowed?  Yes, Mrs. 

Wilson noted that if the sign is on a building and not a fence or pole currently.  Mr. Wells noted that it is 

a charity so it would be allowed under new text.  Mrs. Perry noted that it needs time limits on it.  Mr. 

Butler noted that the reason he tweaked the language was because businesses would have events for 

profit and say they were going to give 10% to a charity and claim that those people were hosting the 

event.   

 

Chairman Wolf opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

Gary Weil questioned political signs.  Chairman Wolf noted that he didn’t think the Commission had any 

jurisdiction over political signs.  Mr. Weil noted that he puts up a political banner and asked if it was 

allowed.  Mr. Schein stated that political signs are allowed for a certain period of time and are covered 

in another element in the ordinance.  Mr. Butler noted that there is a court case that states the 

Commission is limited how to regulate political signs.  Mr. Weil noted that it is a great public thing to 

have Farmer’s Market on the Square and they have a sign and should be allowed because it is a public 

service. 

 

Bobby Gaffney noted that he doesn’t know why the Commission would want to micromanage this and 

you have to have permission to put them up to start with.  Mr. Gaffney suggested getting permission at 

the Zoning office to put up a banner instead of saying you can’t do it.  Don’t just say no. 
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Mr. Butler noted that if enough people are put out about a sign then that may be a reason to create the 

exception and that is the way it typically works.  You start off with a rule and then if there are exceptions 

then you consider those exceptions and write that in. That is better than saying you are going to allow 

everything but and that opens up the door to everything.  Mr. Schein questioned what criteria would be 

used to give a permission slip for a banner.  Mr. Gaffney said to use rules, laws and common sense.  Mr. 

Schein asked for Mr. Gaffney to give examples of some principles; what things will people want to put 

banners up for?  Mr. Gaffney noted that the kids in the county are going to have things to do to 

advertise.  Mr. Schein said maybe it could be covered under community event.    

 

James Hughes asked if this applied only to the city limits of Versailles.  Mrs. Wilson noted that it is a 

county wide ordinance.  Mr. Hughes asked if a banner could be put up at a farm advertising community 

supported agriculture.  Mrs. Wilson stated that it would not apply.  Mr. Butler suggested using a sign not 

a banner.  Mr. Hughes questioned restricting his freedom.  Mr. Butler noted that the ordinance being 

proposed to be amended is a county wide ordinance and the recommendation will be sent to Fiscal 

Court and both City Councils.  If Fiscal Court passes it then it would be restricted in the county.  Mr. 

Butler suggested that if Mr. Hughes wants to do a banner then he needs to speak with his magistrate 

and ask them to propose an amendment.  Mr. Butler noted that right now the ordinance does not allow 

any banners and this proposal is saying to allow banners for charities.  Mr. Butler understood Mr. 

Hughes to ask that the ordinance be re-written to allow more banners.  Mr. Hughes noted that it should 

be enforced on the ones that are raggedy.  Mrs. Wilson noted that the sign ordinance states on page 2 

under Commercial and Industrial Districts, C-1; it is talking about banners in Commercial Business and 

Industrial Districts.  Then on page 5, there are examples of size of banners and speaks directly to 

banners on buildings.  Chairman Wolf noted that this proposal would allow banners on poles and fences.  

Mrs. Wilson noted that an off premise business sign would not be allowed regardless. 

 

Maddie Springate, Chair of the Versailles Youth Council, noted that the Commission should allow 

charities to put signs on fences because it is for a good cause.   

 

Chairman Wolf closed the hearing. 

 

Mr. Wells noted that in regards to Mr. Weil’s comment on political signs.  There was discussion several 

years ago on the enforceability of that and if it was a political banner for a certain candidate; the 

limitation of 30 days before, 5 days after.  Mr. Wells questioned the enforceability of political banners 

during the political season as well; a vote for the proposal before the Commission doesn’t necessarily 

say you support the ban on banners as it was written before.  Mrs. Perry noted that she would like to 

see time constraint placed on the banners.  Mrs. Wilson noted that the Commission would have to re-

advertise to do that. Mr. Butler noted that it could be taken down the day after because it is advertising 

an event that is over.  Mr. Schein questioned if it comes up again, can it be addressed as civic to cover 

the categories raised.   

 

Chairman Wolf called for a motion. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Wells, as seconded by Mr. Boggs to recommend approval to all three 

legislative bodies to amend the text of VERSAILLES-MIDWAY-WOODFORD COUNTY ZONING 

ORDINANCE, Article V, Section 508.4 – Prohibited Signs – To amend prohibition of all banners on 
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fences and poles except for solely charitable events or activities.  The motion carried with seven (7) 

aye votes. 

 

Mr. Schein noted that the vote was to explicitly allow charitable organizations, but realize that the 

Commission should reconsider the importance for civic and community events. 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT AND BILLS 

 

The reports for November were accepted. 

 

MONTHLY BUDGET REPORT 

 

The report was accepted for November.   

 

REPORT TO COMMISSION 

 

The report was accepted for November. 

 

COMMUNICATION 

 

Mrs. Wilson noted that Isaac Hughes, Building Inspector was present to review the inspection fees.  Mr. 

Hughes addressed the issue of inspection concurrencies and repetitive inspections.  A part of the 

Building Permit process is to have up to seven types of inspections.  Each inspection is allowed one re-

inspection.  Mr. Hughes also does a courtesy inspection when the applicant is unsure of the work 

involved to meet code.  One re-inspection is free.  Sometimes an applicant will fail an inspection and call 

for a re-inspection, in which case he/she is issued a list of defaults to correct.  Mr. Hughes proposed to 

assess a re-inspection fee for a third inspection on the same inspection in the amount of $50 and then 

will double (progressive fee) for each inspection thereafter.  Mr. Hughes noted the following exemptions 

from the fee:  lack of understanding the list of corrections; an attempt was made to complete the task 

and is still incomplete due to lack of understanding.  Some examples of why fee would be charged:  door 

is locked, work on list is not complete, no safe access, and not forewarned about dogs.  The re-

inspection fee will be explained on the bottom of the inspection schedule to be handed out to all permit 

holders.  The purpose of the fee is to stop unnecessary trips of inspections, due to contractors calling 

when refusing to assure the work has been completed. 

 

Mr. Butler asked if this would only apply to new permits issued after the date of the meeting.  Mrs. 

Wilson noted that is correct, can’t be retroactive.  Mr. Wells asked for clarification of the fee schedule.  

Mr. Hughes noted that it would be $50, 100, 200, 400, 800.  Mr. Hughes noted that builders use 

Inspectors as punch guys instead of getting their subs to do the work because it is cheaper.  Mr. Hughes 

noted that he works with the builders if they don’t understand how to correct an issue. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Wells, as seconded by Mr. McClees to approve the progressive 3
rd

 re-

inspection fee as presented.  The motion carried with seven (7) aye votes. 

 



Planning Commission Minutes 

December 8, 2016 

Page 4 

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Perry, as seconded by Mr. Wells to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 p.m.  The 

motion carried with seven (7) aye votes. 

 

 

        ________________________________ 

        J.D. Wolf, Chairman 

        JW:ko 

 


