
ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2016, THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT HELD A MEETING IN THE 2
ND

 FLOOR 

COURTROOM OF THE WOODFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT 6:30 P.M. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Marjorie Evans, David Prewitt, Frank Stark, Al Schooler, Tim Turney 

MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Schooler, as seconded by Mr. Prewitt, to approve the 

September 12, 2016 minutes as submitted.  The motion carried with five (5) aye votes. 

Application #10-020-2016 – Dimensional Variance – Brown Forman Corporation – 7785 McCracken Pike 

– A-1 District – Article II, Section 306A(h) and Article VII, Section 701.2(e) - Owner is seeking a 200 foot 

variance from the required minimum setback of 300 feet from the north property line to allow 

continued use of the Grist Mill structure as a portion of the Woodford Reserve Visitor Center, as a 

Tourist Destination, which requires that special events and activities must be located at least 300 feet 

from an adjoining property. 

 

Chairman Turney declared the hearing open and called upon Patricia Wilson, Planning Director for 

comments.  Mrs. Wilson noted that the structure is located approximately 100 feet from the rear (north) 

property line.  Under Tourist Destination special events and activities must be located at least 300 feet 

from an adjoining property. Since the structure is 100 feet a 200 foot variance is being sought.  Mrs. 

Wilson noted that she provided the Board members with background information of the property and 

structure and the property is owned by Brown-Forman Corporation and is a part of Woodford Reserve 

which is an existing tourist destination in Woodford County.  The property is zoned Agricultural (A-1), is 

located in the Small Community of Millville, and lies on the north side of McCracken Pike. Brown-

Forman Corporation purchased this property in 1995, demolished the existing structure, and built the 

structure that exists there today and subject of this variance.  It is now known as the “Grist Mill House” 

structure.  This structure was the residence of the Facilities Manager but has not been used for that 

purpose since 2010, but instead as an extension of the Woodford Reserve Visitor Center.  Mrs. Wilson 

noted that in researching the property there are no records of any prior variances being granted.  Mrs. 

Wilson noted that the Board was provided a copy of the Tourist Destinations Ordinance, which the 

variance is being sought for.  (h) specifies that “Special events and activities must be located at least 300 

feet from an adjoining property line.   With Dimensional Variances there are four criteria that have to be 

met and they are as follows: 

 

1.  This structure has existed since 1995 and was built in conformance with the required  

setbacks for a residential structure in the A-1 zone but it is now used as a portion of the 

Woodford Reserve Tourist Destination for a conference center for dinners, meetings and 

employee and guest parking. 

 

2.  The structure is no longer used as a residence and would have no functional use. 

 

3.  The structure has always been 100 feet from the property line and was constructed prior to 

the adoption of the Tourist Destination text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance (February          

2013). 

 

4.  This variance will not harm the public safety or welfare of the area.  The structure has    
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served  as a part of the Tourist Destination without causing any problems or altering 

the area. 

 

Mrs. Wilson noted that the public notice requirement was met and the four findings of facts meet the 

criteria.  Mrs. Wilson noted that she included the three standard conditions for the property and noted 

that it is only for the Grist Mill house and any future structures or additions shall conform to the 

standards of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Steve Ruschell and Donna Willis were present for discussion on behalf of Woodford Reserve.  Mr. 

Ruschell noted that the onsite manager has not lived in the house for the past five years and they have 

been using the facility for overflow, conferences, and meetings, both internal and external.  They believe 

that there has not been any negative impact on the surrounding area.  They would like to continue using 

it for the purpose that it is currently being used and this application will allow them to go forward and 

give them the appropriate legal permission to do so.   

 

Chairman Turney asked if there were any questions.  Mr. Stark asked if staff had received any letters.  

Mrs. Wilson noted that the neighbor to the north came in and inquired about the variance after he had 

received his letter and staff answered all of his questions and was referred to Mr. Ruschell but he never 

contacted him.  Mr. Ruschell noted that Woodford Reserve did contact the Browns and Ms. Willis spoke 

to Mr. Brown and answered his questions and must be satisfied. 

 

Julie Buchannan of the Millville area spoke and asked if the facility is going to be used for the same 

purposes as in the past; does Woodford Reserve have any plans on increasing the number of 

conferences and events that take place there over and above what currently goes on?  Mr. Ruschell 

noted that there are no immediate plans to increase the number of meetings, it is demand driven.  They 

do not advertise for this facility.  Mr. Ruschell noted that part of the application is for their parking and 

the destination center attracts around 200,000 people a year.  Mr. Ruschell noted that the long range 

plan is to have some pedestrian improvements on McCracken Pike for those coming across the street 

going the Visitor Center and employees park there all the time to accommodate the visitors.  Chairman 

Turney noted that it was built as a residential structure, now it will be used for commercial use or office.  

Due to fire code, is there a maximum number of occupants that can be in the building at one time?  Mrs. 

Wilson noted that there probably is and that is why they have to meet all federal, state and local 

requirements.   

 

 Chairman Turney asked if there were any other questions, hearing none he closed the hearing and 

asked for a motion to approve or deny. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Stark, as seconded by Mr. Prewitt to approve Application #10-020-2016 – 

Dimensional Variance – Brown Forman Corporation – 7785 McCracken Pike – A-1 District – Article II, 

Section 306A(h) and Article VII, Section 701.2(e) - Owner is seeking a 200 foot variance from the 

required minimum setback of 300 feet from the north property line to allow continued use of the 

Grist Mill structure as a portion of the Woodford Reserve Visitor Center, as a Tourist Destination, 

which requires that special events and activities must be located at least 300 feet from an adjoining 

property based on the record.  The motion carried with five (5) aye votes. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Stark, as seconded by Chairman Turney to adjourn at 6:40.  The motion 

carried with five (5) aye votes. 

 

        ________________________________ 

        Tim Turney, Chairman 

        TT/ko 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


